the OAM will teamup againto
preentthe New Magistrate Orienta
tion from March 21 to 23, at
MauneeBay State Park.All mags-

NEW M AGISTRATES ORIENTATION

By Magistrate David Jump
The Ohio Judidal College and

trates with fewe than two years of
serviceare encourggedto attend.
This years program will include
the sessions that have drawn rave
reviews from attendeesin past
yeas. In addtion, this year’s pro-

onewho attends

gram will havenew topics that are
sureto be very beneficial to every-

New this year is a trial practce
componat. This will includea sim-
ulated trial in which all participans

OAM 2007SPRING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Pleasefil | out completely and return with your checkpayable to: The Ohio Assocation of Magistrates
2079 West Fifth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43215

CONFERENCE RATE: $175

[Includessemnar materials Wedneslay reception(cashbar), Thursdaycocktails (cashbar) anddinne, Friday
bre&fad buffet, lunch,all breaksandOAMSs hospitalitysuite]
Paynentenclosed Checkbeingprocessd & will beforwarded

Registrant remainsliable until paymentis received.

NAME Sup. Ct. Reg. No.
COURT Daytime Phone No. ( )
ADDRESS FAX No. ( )

Check which CLE you will attend:
____Wed.Hearsay/Evidene (2hrs.) ___Wed.PM Ethics, Prof. & Sub.Abusg2.5hrs.)
____Fri. AM (2.75hrs.) Circleyour practicearea: DR MUNI JUV PROB CP/APP

____Fri. PM Rulingson Objedionsunderthe Civil Rules(2hrs.)

Do you havea special needsrequest?

Conference meals you plan to attend: ALL ONLY THOSE CIRCLED BELOW:

Wed.EvenngWelcome Reep. Thurs Cocktails Thurs.Dinner Fri. Bresfast Fri. Lunch

Will a spous/gues accompanyyou? Yes No If yes,circle & add to total.

Wed.EveningWelcome($20/person)
Fri. Breakfag ($17/person)

Thurs.Cocktails& Dinner($35/peson)
Fri. Lunch($20/peson)

TOTAL: $175+ =$

will preside over part of a mock
trial. There is no better way to
devdop or polishtrial skills thanto
conduct the mock trial. Teamsof
experienced trial magistrates will
present the cases to the court and
offer constructive feedlack to each
paricipantafter thetrial.

In addition, the OAM will agan
sponsor a hospitality suite on
Wedhesday and Thursday evenings
during the saminar. The OAM hos-
pitality suite at New Magistrate
Orientation has become the envy of
al hospitality suites. It is a wonder-
ful opportunity for new magistrates
to speak informally with experi-
enced magistrates in a casial set
ting while relaxing with great food
and drink after a full day of semi-
nas.

Pleasemak your calendars now
soyouwill beavalable to atend the
New Magistrate Orientation and
watch your mailbox for more infor-
mation. The Ohio Judicial College
will mail the regstration mateials
soon. If you are a new magistrate
and do not receive the registration
materials, pleasecontact the Ohio
Judicial College or the OAM for
thosematerials.

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES

This Newdetter is issuedon a
guarterly basis. All assodation
membes are encouraged to submit
articles We wantto keep the mem-
bership informed of the career
advancenent or significant perond
achievenentof our fellow members.
If you are aware of newsworthy
items such as election or appoint-
mentto judicial or other offices
plea® adviseme so thatit canbe
includedin the next Newsletter. If
you were the judicial officer on a
significant case, you havea unique
perspective on that case and it
would be hepful to others practic-
ing in tha areafor you to sharetha
perspedive.

Articles or other items can be

Will you play golf? Checkif yes ande-mailyourintentto kr oll@lakecountyohio.org)

Areyou interestedin visiting thesesites (at your expenseout at a group/reduced rate)?

____Wed.evenngtourof Rock& Roll Hall of Fame

submitted to me by Email to
Wbyrne@co.lucas.oh.us, faxed to
my attenion at419-213-68610r by
reguar U.S. Mail to Magistrate
William A. Byrne, 429 Michigan
Avenue Toledo, Ohio 43604. The
deadine for inclusion in the next
issueisApril 15.

OHIO ASSOCIATION

OF M AGISTRATES
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2007 SPRING CONFERENCE
AT CROWNE PLAZ A, CLEVELAND

This is a second reminder to
mark your calendars and plan to
attend OAM'’s Spring Conference
2007. OAM returns once again to
Cleveland, Ohio, home of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fameard
to the Crowne Plaza Cleveland
City Centre, site of OAM’s very
successful 2005 Spring Confer-
ernce.

This yearthe conferencebegins

on WednesdayApril 25,2007 and
concludes on Friday, April 27,
2007, athough attendees desiring
to arrive Tuesdayeveningmay do
so at the conferenceate.A single
room will cost$70 per night plus
taxes, while the rate for a double
roomis $80. OAM hasalsonegc
tiateda reducedparkingrate of $6
per night andis attemptingto
negotiatean overflow rate at a

2007- THE YEAR AHEAD

By Magistrate Jonathan P. Starn

President Ohio Associaton

of Magistrates

For my first Presidents Mes
sageof 2007,let me stat by wish-
ing evayone a Happy New Year.
We are now firmly entrenched in
2007 and| believel amout of the
habit of writing “2006” on evey-
thing. 2006 was a good year for
the Association. We had many
opportunitiesto work with other
organizationdo helpourlegalsys
tem to continue to improve. We
also took stepsto help our Assoct
ation improve and further benefit
our members2007 shouldalsobe
an active yea for the OAM and
the profession.

Aswe look aheado 2007,there
are a numberof topicsthat our
Association is going to address
and issuesthat we will needwork
on. Here arejustafew of them:

We are finalizing our new mag
istrate’s liability policy with the
Ohio Bar Liability InsuranceCom
pany (OBLIC). Work on new cov-
erage optionsbeganlast year and
we are aimos ready to send out
information to magistrates around
Ohio. Theapplicationfor coverage
isreadyto go,andOBLIC isin the
processof puttingtogetherthe rate
sheetsaandcoverageoptionssothat
they are easy to read and under-
stand.

We began 2007 with a flurry of
adivity on the issue of minimum
stardards for magstratesin Ohio.
For quite some time, the OAM
Board hasbeen discussingthis
isste and how to addressit. Magis-
trates play an essential role in our
legd system ard the system’s con
tinued improvementrequiresthat
we continue to have quality magis-
trates. Not only will minimum
standards help improve our lecal
sysem,theywill also help improve
the regect for and pregige of the
professon of magistrate. The
Supreme Court is addressing the
issuethroughthe committee look-
ing at amendmerts to the Rules of
Superintendence. Magistrate
Nancy McMillen serves on this
committee.The OAM mug play an

active role in this process. Follow-
ing the Board’s meeting on Febru-
ary 8th and9th (“Think Tank”), we
will be able to start soliciting sup-
port for these standads from other
organkations

We arealmostreadyto sendout
our “testemail” to the entireAssc
ciation as pat of our OAM emal
databaseThis will enableus to
quickly disseminatenformationto
all of you andto receiveinput on
Isswes that the OAM needs to
address.

2007 shouldalsoproveto be an
interestng year in the legslature.
With a newgovernoranda signifi-
cantnumberof new representa
tivesin Ohio, we canexpectmany
bills andproposalghatwill impact
all of us. How much of a role the
OAM should play in this process
needso be discussedThe Assoct
ation wasvery activein 2005 and
2006in attemptingto address
issues related to the purchase of
creditin PERS.I believethe OAM
can be influential in this arena if
we chooseo do so.

We will also be addressing
financial issues of the OAM this
year.The Boardwill bediscussing
thebudget,conferencesndannual
dues. Dues have not been
increasal in mary years. To con-
tinue quality education,confer
ences and to be able to address
Issues of importance to you, the
OAM will likely need to increase
duesfor 2008.

We will alsobeworking to con
tinueto developour excellentrela
tionshipswith otherorganizations,
including the Supreme Court, the
Ohio Judicial Collegeandthe
Ohio Judidal Conference All of
us areworking for the samegoals
on many isswes and by working
togetherwe are far morelikely to
succeed.

If thereareotherissueghatyou
believe the Asociation needs to
addresspleasecontactyour Dis-
trict Represertative or another
Board membae. | look forward to
working with everyone this year
andwill seemanyof youin Cleve
landfor our SpringConference.

neighboringgarage.

OAM plans to offer approxi-
mately 9.5 hoursof educational
offerings, all qualifying for Judt
cial Collegecredits. On Wednes
day, OAM will presenta 2.5 hour
courseon HearsayEvidencein the
morning anda 2.5 hour courseon
Ethics, Professionalisnmand Sub
stanceAbusein the afternoon.On
Friday, each practice area will
offer 2.5 hoursof credit. They
includefrom: 1) Municipal, a dis-
cussion on The Write Stuff: Mag-
istrate Writings moderated by
Mag. Tom McDermottfor Munici-
pal; 2) Common Pleas/Appellate
a two-partdiscussiorwith thefirst
on EvidenceRule 702(C) by Pro-
fessorJaneCampbellfor Common
Pleas/Appellateand followed by a
discussion on sex discrimination,
preghancy and family obligations
in the workplaceby ProfessoKen
Kowalski; 3) Domestic Relations,
a discusson by Drs. Sandra
McPhersonand FarshidAfsarifard
on the Stagesof Child Develq-
ment and a Case Law Review
from Gary Gattfried, 4) Juvenile,
a Legislative and Case Law
Update from Mag. Hemanowski
and a discussion from Aimee
Thomas-Chutarkoff, LPCC on
Juvenile Mental Health: Under

standingthe CommonDiagnoses,
Treatments and Medications, and

5) Probate, a tri-part discussion

on Case Law and Legislative

Update from Russell Meraglio,

Esq., HIPPA/H.B. 144: Physician/

Paient & Attorney/Client Issues

andUCCJAConsiderationsn Pro-

bateCourt.

On Thursday, the Judicial Col-
lege will presentits own courses
on Electronic Legal Research in
the morning (2.75 credit hours)
and DecisionWriting in the after
noon(2.75credithours).You must
registerand pay the Judicial Col-
lege separately for Thursdays
course.

Last, asalways,| hopeyou will
take time to network with col-
leagues and enjoy the food, com-
raderyandambianceofferedat the
many social events that are
planned.

As conferencehairof the 2007,
do not hesitate to send your sug-
gestionson activities of interestor
abaut how we can improve your
conference experierce, be it hotel
accommodation®r educational
topics. My e-mail address is
kroll@lakecountyohio.gov

So, mark you calendarsand see
you April 25-27, 2007 in Cleve-
land, Ohio.

NEW MAGISTRATE'S
L1ABILITY COVERAGE IS HERE

The OAM andthe Ohio Bar
Liability Insurance Company
(OBLIC) have been working
together to provide Magistrate’s
Professond Liability Insurance
coverage that is tailored to the
needs of Magistrates and reason
ably priced. As a resut of these
efforts, the new application has
beenapprovedandthe rate and
coverageoptionsare beingfinal-
ized. The applicationscanbe com
pleted now and OBLIC has
approvalto issuepoliciesthathave
coverageeffective datesstarting
March 1, 2007. This is also the
dat most of the curren policies
provided by Sheehan Hutchison
Keenanwould renew.

Generally, coverage options
will include deductibles ranging
from $0.00 up to $25,000.00.
Coveragelimit optionsinclude
approximatelyl5 different limits
and will range between
$100,000.00 / $300,000.00 and

$1,000,000.00 $2,000,000.00.

Additionally, you will be abe to
choose between options where the
cost of providing represertation
reduces the available coverage or
where the cost of representation

doesnot impactupon the avail
able coveragelimits. As notedin
the last newsletter, the policy will
also provide coverageand repre
sentation in disciplinary proceed
ings.

OBLIC is finalizing therateand
coverage sheetsso that they are
easy to read and understand, but
here are sone examgdes of cover-
age rates: For an OAM member
with 100/300 coverage limits,
$0.00 deductible and with repre-
sentationcostsnot reduadng the
limits, the annualpremiumwill be
approximately $523.00. For a
Non-OAM memberthe same poli-
cy would be approximately
$654.00annually.If you increase
the limits to 250/500,the OAM
ratewill beapproximately$675.00
annually and the Non-OAM rate
will be $844.00 annually. At
almost any coverage level,
deductible or representation cost
option, the discount received for
being a member of the OAM
exceeds the cost of the OAM
membership.

A copy of the Application and
theapplicableratesheetsaareavait
ableonthe OAM webpage



FEDERAL TAX LAw CHANGES FOR 2007

By Magistrate Barbara Porzio
Medina County Common Pleas

Each yearthe IRS adjusts the
amoun of the pesonalexenptions
the standrd cedudions am other
tax provisions tokeep pacewith
inflation. A complete rundown of
the changes @an befound in Rev-
enwe Procedire 2006-3, which is
available on he IRS Web site. Here
is a listing of the most commonly
used provsions:

The value of each pesond and
dependeng exenption is $3,400, up
$100 from2006.

A taxpayer maylose m@rt of the
benefit of the exemption if his
adjustedgross ncomeis aove a
certain amaint. The anount at
which the phaseout gns depends
on the persois filing staus. For
2007, the keginning andending
phaseat anount ae:

Single - $5,350

Head ofhouséold - $7,850

Married taxpayers filing jointly -
$10,700

Married taxpayers filing sepaate
ly - $5,350

The maximum amount of 2007
wagessubjet to the ®cial scurty
tax (6.2%) has increased from
$94200 to $97,500. For the
Medcare Tax (1.45%), dl covered
wagesare subgct to the tax.

Begnning Jaruary 1, 2007 the
allowable deducton for the sandad
mileage rate fa the ccst of operat
ing a ca for business prposes is
48.5 centamile.

The maximum amount of the
earred income credit is $2,853 for
parents living with one qualfying
child and $4,716 for paentsliving
with two or more qudifying chil-
dren.

Filing Status Adjusted Gross Income Adjusted Gross Income
Beginning of Phaseott Maximum Phasou

Single $156,400 $278,900

Married filing jointly and

Surviving spouse $234,600 $357,100

Married filing sepaately $117,300 $178,550

Head of household $195,500 $318,000

The sandad delucton for tax-
payeas who do nat itemze dedue
tions o1 ScheduleA of Form1040 &
higher. The anount dependson the
individuals filing statuswheher he
is 65 or otler or blind andwheter
an exemption canbe clamed by
anothertaxpayer.

The basicstardard deduction
amours for 2007 ae:

OHIO ASSCCIAT ION OF MAGISTRAT ES
MEMBERSHIP FORM

(If you arealreadya member... pleasegive thisto anon-membefriend)

............................................ $125.00
Members areentitled to all therights andprivilegesgrantedby the Association,ncludingthe

MEMBER ANNUAL DUES................

receiptof the Quarerly Newsletter.

YES, | WANT TO BEA MEMBER OF THE OHIO ASSOCIATION
OF MAGISTRATES! ENCLOSEDIS MY CHECKFORMEMBERSHIP,
MAD E PAYABLE TO THE OHIO ASSOCIATION OF MAGISTRATES.

MAGISTRATE

The amaunt ataxpayer canean
and still qualify for the earned
incorre aedit in 2007 &:

For thosewho have one qualify-
ing chid, a mrent mus ean less
than $3341,

For those who hare two or nore
qualifying children, a parent must
earn ess than $37,783;

For thosewho hare no qualifying

COURT

MAILING ADDRESS

TELEPHONE ( )

FAX ( )

E-MAIL

FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME MAGISTRATE

children,thetaxpayer mustean less
than $12,590.

For 2006,Congres pased a tem-
porary increase inthe Altemative
Minimum Tax exemption amount,
($62,550for joint filers and $42,500
for unmarried persons). This
increase Wl expire in 2007 when
theAMT is scheduled o fall badk to
2000 levels, i.e., $45,000 for joint
filers and $33,750 for single filers.
According to the Urban Brookings
Institute Tax Rolicy Cener, in 2007
three-fourths d married coupes
with two children having income
between $75,000and $100,000will
owetheAMT.

For 2007, theamount of the Hope

or lifetime learning cralit is pheased
out if the taxpayer’s modified
adjusted grossincome (MAGI) is
between $47,000 and $57,000
($94,000 and $114,000 for a joint
return). A person camot claim an
education credit if his MAGI is
$57,0000r more ($114,000 or rore
for a joint return). This is an
increase from the 2006 limits of
$45,000and $%,000 $90,000 and
$110,000 if fiing ajoint return).

For the complete text of all of the
2007 Tax Fects, induding the 2007
tax rate schedules, send an e-mail to
Magistrate Barbara Porzio at
BPorzio@MedinaCommonPleas.

com

JUVENIL E SECTION REPORT

By Tammy Richardson,
aChairperson

Mentd heath has become ahuge
iIsste in the jwenile ourt system.
Whether you preide ove ddin-
quency matters or
dependacy/ngled/abusecases, the
mertal health of children and thig
parents is almogs always a concern.
In children, how ae we as magis-
trates abe to distinguish betwee
developmentally appropriate behav-
iors and adual diagnosable mentd
ilInesses? Ceatainly sometimes kids

are just being kids. Other times,
thergy and medicaion is ablutdy
neessary and @an dange a child's
life.

Please join me onApril 27,atthe
OAM Spring Confaence asarepre-
sentative from Summit Psyclologi-
cal Associateswill discusscommon
diagnoses, malications and rteat
mentfor children.The Juvenie Law
Section also wetomes Magstrate
David Hgmanowski who will pro-
vide a case law and legislative
updae.

UPDATE ON THE SEX OFFENDER CPO

By Coleen Hall Dailey

At the close d last sssion, the
Genga Asenbly pasal and Gow
emor Taft signed asan emergercy
measure, SB 260. By making it an
emergeny measure, the bil became
effecive immmediately.

One of the better provisions is
tha it now splits the civil protedion
orderavalable if the peitioner isan
alleged victim of a sexudly oriented
offerse beween the stdking ases
(for nonfamily members) ard the
domestic violene cases (for family
or houséold manbes).

Also addd in the same bill was a
modification of 3109.04(F). Appa-
ently the legidlature did not beieve
that we as magistrates would can-
sider whether or not a parent of any
member of the parent's houshdd
had pleadedguilty to a sexudly ori-
ented offensewhen determining the
alocdion of parentd rights, so this
is now added as a factor. | under-
stand the UCC.EA éffidavit is bang
modified by the Domestic Violence
Task Force howeve, you may wish
to modify your own until the nev
forms come out

DATE APPOINTED MAGISTRATE

Checkarea(s)f pradice:

o Common Pleas o Juvenile
o Court of Appeals o Domestic
o Probate o Municipal

o | authorize the above information to beciluded on the OAMVeb site

o | do not wsh © be on the OAM Webite

o Plea list only thefollowing idenifying information about meon tre OAM Web ste

Checkyour chace of committee(s):

o Practice and Procedure o Education
o Ethics o Nominating

o Program
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Ohio Association of Magtrates
c/oThomas F. Shutt

2079 West Fifth Avenue

Columbus, Mio 43212

FINPLAN FOR

By Magidr ate Barbara Porzio

FinPlan Divorce Planner® is a
computer program which calculates
the tax savings generted by the
allocation of the dependency
exempion & well asthetax conse
quences d the payment of pousal
suypport. This oftwareis dso espe-
cially useful for magistrates who
establish child suppat because it
calculates tre child care credt cor-
redly on the suppot workshest The
owner of the program, Thomson-
West, is offering FinPlan Diorce
Plannerfree of dhage b dl mais-
trates aml judges n Ohio, with the
underganding tha its use will be
redricted to cout pelsannd.

O.R.C. 83119.82equires hatthe
court designate whch parent nay
claim the chldren & degndents
whenever it isswes, modifies,
reviews or otherwise reconsders a
child supportorde. The statute pro-
videsthat he ourt must consider
any net tax savings, the relative
finanadal circumgancesand needs of
the parents and dhildren, he anount
of timethechildren soend with each
parent, the eligibility of either or
both paent for the federal eaned

M AGISTRATES

income @x credt or other state or
federal tax credits, and any other
relevantfador. Thedeermnation of
the ne tax savings from claiming a
dependeng exenption is very com
plicated because variabes include
the Earnedincome Crdlit, Depend-
ent Care Credt, Educaion Credits
and the Child Tax Credit. FinPlan
does the cdculation for you.

If you receéved the 2006 vesion
of FinPlan, Thomsn West will send
you acopy of he 2007 vesion auto-
maically. This sould arive before
the end of Februay. If you would
like to receve the Divorce Hanner
software at no caessend an enail
to Mary.JoWebh@Thomsoncom
Thee-mail mustinclude your name,
the nane of the court, the aldress of
the court your phonenumnber, your
fax number, and your e-mail
addressYou will receive a form by
fax or mail, which you rust sign
and retirn toThomson West

If you have any quetions about
the program, or if you would like
training on howto use it con&ct
Magistrate Barbara Porzio a 330-
764-87360r BPorzio@MedinaCom

monPEss.com

NEwWS AROUND OHIO

This column feaures personal and professional news that is of interest to
magistates aroundOhio. If you have newsthat would be of interestto other
magistates or information you think othersshouldhave,pleasesendthe infor-
mation to the OAM District Representative for your appellate district so that
theymayincludethe newsandinformationin their reports.

The OAM District Representativesre:

- District 1 — WilliamMelvin, Hamilton CountyJuvenileCourt
- District 2 — Kimberly Stump, GreeneCountyDomesticRelationsCourt
- District 3 — JonahanStarn, HancockCountyCommonPleasCourt

- District 4 — KarenHarvey, AthensCountyCommonPleasCourt

- District 5 — StepherWWeithman,DelawareCountyCommonPleasCourt

- District 6 — CarolHargreaves LucasCountyDomesticRelationsCourt

- District 7 — Hark Huberman,MahoningCountyDomesticRelationsCourt
- District 8 — NancyMcMillen, CuyahogaCountyJuvenileCourt

- District 9 — BarbaraPorzo, MedinaCountyCommonPleasCourt

- District 10— David Jump Franklin CountyMunicipal Court

- District 11— Jame®ylward, PortageCountyJuvenileCourt

- District 12— Michael Finney, ClermontCountyDomesticRelationsCourt

SEcoND DISTRICT REPORT  THIRD DISTRICT REPORT

By Magistrate
Kim berly Metzler Stump

2nd District Representative

Greetings from the Second Ds-
trict. Our district hasseen a fe
changes since | last reported. As |
reported in the last newsletter,
Magistrate Tim O’ Connell of the
Montgomery County Common
PleasCourt, GeneralDivision, was
elected to the bench in Novemkler
2006 as a Montgomery County
Common Heas Cout Judge. He
took office in Jarnuary of this yea.
As of now, his replacemat hasnot
yet been announced. Magistrate
Nadne Ballard, also of the Mont-
gomery County Common Pleas
Court, GeneralDivision, is leavirg
the bench for a position in the
Attorney General’'s Consume Pro-

tecion Division. Her currernt posi-
tion also remains temporarily
unfilled. In November 2006, the
Greene County Domestic Rdations
Court hired Cynthia Martin to fill
the vacancy left by Magistrate
Kristen Kelly. Cynthia beganfull
time at the begnning of January.
Farborn Municipal Court Magis-
trate, Beth Root, is running for
Farborn Municipal Court Judge. It
appears that she will have a con-
tested primary in May 2007.

| have not head of any other
changes in our district. Sometimes |
don’t hear much about the other
Couts in our District, soif | have
missed any chamges | apologize.
Pleasekeepme up to date if you
have any updates or want informa
tion about the Board activities.

SEVENTH DISTRICT REPORT

By Magistr ate Mark Huberman
Seventh District Representative

Things have been relatively quiet
in our eght county Seventh District
with very little changein Magistrate
personne.

With the addition of Wade Smith,
the Mahming County Common
Pleas Court now has fve (5) full
time Magistrates which also indude
Eugene Fehr, Domnic Dd_aurentis,
Tim Welsh and Dennis Sarisky.

The Mahoning County Domedic
Relations Court continues to have
four (4) full time Magistrates which
include Mark Huberman, Deborah
Kaufmann, Don Hepfner and Heidi
Peruska. Hadi also fundions as
Staff Attorney.

The Mahoning County Juvenile
Court has three (3) full time Mags-
trates consisting of Anthony
D’ Apolito, Donna McCullum and
Ted Ferris and five (4) part time
Magistrates which include Richard
White, Sam Amendolora Mark
Latas, and Jeralyn Mercer Gold-
berg. At the erd of December, Jeff
Limbian returnedto the private
pradice.

The Mahoning County Pobae
Court has ore (1) full time Mayis-
trate, Richard Burgess, andthree (3)
pat-time Magistrates which indude
Richard Machuga Gary Philibin
and VincentWiloch.

The Younggown Muniapal Court

hasone fulltime MagistrateAntho-
ny Sertick while the Mahoning
County Area Courts have one pat
time Magistrate, Donald DeSanto.

In Columbiana Gounty, Attorney
Kathleen Bartlet and Colleen [Cai-
ley continueto servetheir Domestic
RelationsCourt on afull time basis
while Chuck Fitzpatrick continues
asthe full time Magistrate o the
Juvenile/Probate Court.

In JeffersonCounty, 16 year vet
eran Casmir “Cas” Adulewicz and
Frank Noble servasparttime Juve
nile Court Magstrates whle Meeta
Bass Lyons serves & the only part
time DomesticRelationsMagistrate.
Meeta also serves on a part-time
basisfor the Harrison County Juve
nile Court.

Also in Jefferson County, the
Steubeaville Municipal Court is
servedby Adrian Hersheyon a part
time basis.

Finally, and in a reighboring
developmentJack Picoa Full Time
DR Magistrate of the Trumbull
County Family Court (of the 11th
District) for over 9 years recently
retuned to the pilivate practice in
Mahoning Countyandwas replaced
by former OAM Board Member,
Deb Marik, who changechatsfrom
the TrumbullCounty Probate Court
where dhe had served as a Magis-
trate on a full time hasis br 10
years.

TWELFTH DISTRICT REPORT

By Magistr ate Michad Finney

Twelfth District Representative
In an ongoing effort to make
the Cermont County Domestic

Relations Court more consumer

friendly, Judge Michael Voris
recerily opened a new computer-
basedKiosk to assig litigants. The
Kiosk will sekct proper forms to
be completed for a Civil Protection
Order. Once the proper form is

seleced, thelitigant wil be asked
specific questions by the Kiosk
application. The litigant (usejy will
answer these questions by usng
either the keyboard, panting
device or touch screen depending
on the arswer required. Once the
form is canpleted, itcanbe pgint-
ed from the Kiosk. This process
will also save tle litigants andstaff
time.

By Magistrate Jonathan Starn

Third District Representative

As a result of Judge Robert Cupp
of the Third District Court of
Appeals becoming Justice Cupp of
the Ohio Supreme Court, there have
beena numbe of changesin the
District (primarily in Hancock
County). Judge Cupp hasbeen
replaced by JudgeVern Pregon.
JudgePreston movesto the Cout
of Appeds from Findlay Municipal
Cout where he had been serving
for over 10 years. Congratulations
to Judge Preson on his appoirt-
ment!

Additionally, as aresultof Judge

Preston being appointed to the Third

District Courtof Appeals, asacancy
was created in Findlay Municipal
Coutt. The Governor has appanted
RobertFry asthe newjudgein this

Court. Judgé-ry hasbeen the Coun
ty Prosecutor in Hancock County
for manyyearsandwasan assistant
prosecutoiprior to becomingprose
cutor. Congratulations to Judge Fry
on his appointment!

Finally, John Willamowski will
be sworn inasJudge a the Third
District Court of Appealson Febru
ary 9. Judge Willamowski was
elected in November 2006 to take
the sea of retiring Judge Tom
Bryant. Judge Willamowski prac-
ticed out of Allen County and had
been aStateRepresentative for sev
eral terms. Congratulatioregainto
Judge Willamowski!

If you haveothernewsor things
of interest for the @M and its
menbers pleag cmtact me. You
may cal me or emal me.

jpstarn@co.hancock.oh.us

SIXTH DISTRICT REPORT

By Magistrate Carol Hargreaves
Sixth District Representative
TRIAL AND ERROR

The Appdlate court, In the Mat-
ter of Lyndte T vs. Terrance C Jr,
foundthat thetrial court was with-
out jurisdiction to orderthe CSEA
to reimburse he obligor after he
was determined not to be the
father.It deteminedthatthe CSEA
is simply a condut for the transfer
of support to the Office of Jobs
andFamily Services... In the Mat-
ter of Ronall H. and Rcaris H.,
the Court found tha a tial court
may not proceed to disposition
without a conclusion of law find-
ing thechild to be dependenneg
lected or abused. The trial court
cannot correct its entry by way of
anunc pro tuncentry whenit is an
attemptto place intothe recad an
order or finding which it intended
or might havemade lut in factwas
not made... State & Ohio, ex.rel,
Jean-Paul Lemeand, Relator, vs.
Judge David E. Woessner, the
Court found that, where the trial
judge had dismissed a complaint

for declaratoy judgment and a

motion to vacde a prior order
involving a conset judgmententry

relatedto a parent’s rght to move
the cild to Wisconsin, the rekb-
tor’s motion for a writ of prohibi-
tion to stay further proceedings
concening the bes interest of the
child could be granted because
both the denial of the declaratory
judgment and the denial of the
60(B) motions were final appeal
able orders. The caurt agreed that
it should hea arguments cacem-
ing “whether the best intereg of
the child standard supplants
enforceabity of contractuhagree
ments- edficdly with reference
to the residency of thehild.”
Upon the filing of the writ, the
judge had divested himself of
jurisdiction to proceed to trial on
the merits of the right to move the
child ... andin Garnervs. Garner,
it determined that, where there is
an incomplete ecad of the pro-
ceedingsjt mustpresumethe reg
ularity of the proceeding and
affirm thelower court’s deision.

JudgeDennisParishwasdefeated
in his bid toretainthe appellate seat
to which hewas agppointed. He has
accepted a position a asistant
director and legal caunsel for the
Wood County CSEA.

EIGHTH DISTRICT REPORT

By Magistrate Nancy McMillen

Congratulations to Judge
ThomasO’Malley! Julge O’Malley
was a member of OAM as a part
time Magistrate in Lakewood
Municipal Court. Lastfall he ran
for Juvenile Court, easily besting
his opponent. Judge O’ Malley
began his legal career in 1981 & an
Adult Probation Officer. He then
became an Asgstarnt County Prose-
cutor in 1986. He prosecuted
everything from drug cases to
aggravated murder. In Augustof
1990 he became a part time Magis-

trate, balancing that with private
practice.

Judge O’Malley says he ran for
Juvenile Court after heating nega
tive things about the Court. He is
hopingto changethe public percep
tion. Hewenton to say“l havealso
learned howmuch aJudgedepends
on his Magistatesto keepthe Court
andtheir docketsrunning smoothly.
| know thatas a Judgel will never
take the work of Magistrates for
granted. ljust hopethatthe Judge’s
seminars are & muchfun asthe
Magistrates’ seinars.”



